
Advanced Functions – Regression WS:  Problems  Name:  _____________________________ 
 

Directions – Using your calculator, find the appropriate regression equation and correlation  

coefficient r and answer each set of questions for that problem.  Record your answers in the chart. 
 

1.)  Below are possible wages as provided by the local Restaurant Association for a server working at the  
       Blue Point Café.  In addition to a server’s salary, he earns an average of $3.50 in tips per table served. 
 
 
 

a.) Using a linear model, how much money did a server make if he served 22 tables? 
b.) Using a linear model, how many tables did a server serve if he made $150? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.)  The table below gives the weight (in kilograms) and life spans (in years) of several species of  
       mammals.  A POWER model best fits this set of data. 
 
 
 
  

a.) The average weight of a gorilla is 140 kg; what would you predict for the gorilla’s lifespan? 
b.) A lion lives to be about 15 years old; what would you predict for the lion’s weight? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3.)  During the 19th century, rabbits were brought to Australia.  Since rabbits had no natural enemies on  
       that continent, their population increased exponentially.  Suppose there were 65,000 rabbits in  
       Australia in 1865 and 2,500,000 in 1867 where let x = 0 for 1865. 
 

a.) When did the rabbit population hit 16 million? 
b.) Assuming this growth continued, what would the rabbit population be in 1870? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.)  The table below represents a linear model of the number of drinks consumed and the corresponding  
       blood alcohol concentrations that are listed for various subjects with the same body weight. 
 
 
 

a.) What is the blood alcohol level for a person of the same weight who has consumed 6 drinks? 
b.)  How many drinks would it take for an individual’s blood alcohol concentration to reach 0.30? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.)  Due in large part to the ease of travel and increased use of telephones, email, and instant messaging,  
       the number of post offices in the United States has been on the decline since the turn of the century.   
       The data given show the number of post offices (in thousands) for selected years. 
 
 
 

a.) Using a logarithmic model, in what year did the number of post offices dropped below 34,000? 
b.) Using a logarithmic model, how many post offices will there be in the year 2015? 

 
 
 
 



6.)  The table below show different height of a launched rocket: 
 
 
 
         a.)  Using a quadratic model, when does the rocket reach the ground? 
         b.)  Using a quadratic model, what is the maximum height of the rocket? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7.)  The table below shows the closing prices for the NASDAQ Stock Index at the end of February for  
       several years.  This data set is EXPONENTIAL.  Note:  Use x = 0 for 1992. 
 
 
 

a.) When will the NASDAQ Stock Index will hit 10,000? 
b.) What will the NASDAQ’s closing price be for February 2017? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8.)  The table below gives the cost of information storage per petabyte.  This data set is LOGARITHMIC. 
 
 
 

a.) Using the regression equation, what is the cost of 50 petabytes of storage? 
b.) Using the regression equation, how many petabytes could you get for $8,000? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9.)  The accompanying table shows the enrollment of a preschool from 1980 through 2000. 
       This data set has a linear relationship. 
 
 
 

a.) Using the regression equation, what is the enrollment of preschool for 2014? 
b.) Using the regression equation, when will the enrollment be 75? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10.)  The table below shows the cooling temperatures of a freshly brewed cup of coffee after it is poured  
         from a brewing pot into a serving cup.  The brewing pot temperature is approximately 180°F. 
 
 
 
        a.)  Using an exponential model, what will the coffee’s temperature be after 1.5 hours? 
        b.)  In 1992, a woman sued McDonald’s for serving coffee at a temperature of 180°F because she  
               severely burned herself when she spilled her coffee.  It was determined by an expert that serving  
               coffee at 155°F would avoid severe burns.  The woman won her lawsuit and won $ 2.7 million.  
               As a result of this famous case, many restaurants serve coffee at the recommended temperature  
               by the expert.  Using an exponential model, how long will it take to ensure that the coffee is not  
               hotter than the recommended temperature? 
 
 
 
 



Advanced Functions – Regression WS:  Answer Sheet  Name:  _____________________________ 
 
Directions – Complete chart for the appropriate problems. 
 

Questions  Regression Equation 

Using Appropriate Model 

Correlation Coefficient  

r a.) b.) 
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